CHAPTER V

SOME LEADING (AND MISLEADING)
PRINCIPLES OF EVOLUTION

WE have already noted how the simple ideas of the
"ladder of life" were gradually replaced by the in-
creasingly complex idea of a "tree of life." By the
process of trial and error some progress towards a true
conception of Evolution has been made, though far
more remains to be accomplished. In the work of un-
ravelling the very tangled skein of life, some guiding-
principles have been eagerly sought for and believed
to have been found. These have been dignified by the
name of "laws," a term better avoided. Even in
Physics and Chemistry, the term " law " is not a happy
one, since the analogy which it suggests with human
laws, which can be and often are disobeyed, is apt to
suggest false philosophical ideas. But at least in those
sciences the term "law" stands for generalizations
which are precise; and no such precision can be claimed
for the "laws" of evolutionary Biology. I prefer to
call them Principles, a term applicable to generaliza-
tions which cover a large field but fade away at its
margin into vagueness and inaccuracy.

i.   CUVIER'S PRINCIPLE OF CORRELATION
I start with Cuvier's famous principle of correlation,
although if treated as  a rigid law  it   is rather anti-
evolutionary than evolutionary; but taken as a guiding